H1498

Club of Key West, which celebrates its
100th anniversary this April.

The Rotary Club was chartered in our
Florida Keys community in 1916 under
the principle of ‘‘service above self,”” an
excellent reminder to all of the impor-
tance we have of helping our fellow
Floridians.

The Rotary Club of Key West is com-
promised of active members of our
south Florida community who find it
not only important, but also absolutely
necessary to give back to their local
neighborhoods. They provide scholar-
ships to local school children, includ-
ing $25,000 to one graduating senior,
and have even established a Rotary
Dental Program to help children who
otherwise would not be able to receive
dental care.

I would also like to recognize Rotary
legends Jefferson B. Browne, Robert
Carraway, Edward B. Knight, Gerald
““Moe’” Mosher, Greg O’Berry, John G.

Parks, Jr., Paul J. Sher, Edward
Toppino, Robert Walker, and Alton
Weekley.

Their dedication to remaining loyal
to the Rotary Club’s vision has helped
to shape it into the wonderful organi-
zation it is today. We are fortunate to
have experienced their leadership.

Once again, congratulations to the
Rotary Club of Key West on an advan-
tageous 100 years. May the next 100 be
even more prosperous.

VASUNDARA GOVINDARAJAN, SPELLING BEE

WINNER

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize and con-
gratulate Vasundara Govindarajan of
Archimedean Academy, who will be
representing Miami-Dade County in
the Scripps National Spelling Bee held
in Washington, D.C., this May.

The two-time winner comes from a
family of excellent spellers. Her older
brother, Vaidya, has even competed on
the national stage.

Vasundara won the Miami Herald’s
76th Annual Spelling Bee with the word
‘“‘epulation,” meaning feasting or ban-
queting—a word not typically found in
your average sixth-graders’ vocabu-
lary. But Vasundara is clearly not your
typical sixth-grader, and was able to
take home the trophy over approxi-
mately 150 other students who were
vying for this prestigious prize.

Congratulations, Vasundara, on this
accomplishment. We are all very proud
of you and look forward to watching
you represent Miami-Dade County on
the national stage. And don’t forget to
stop by my office when you come to
Washington.

SEA LEVEL RISE SOLUTIONS CONFERENCE

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the Sea
Level Rise Solutions Conference, which
will be held by the Greater Miami
Chamber of Commerce this April.

The conference brings together mem-
bers from across Florida to have a con-
structive dialogue about ways to con-
front sea level rise in our communities.
Attendees will also have the oppor-
tunity to be updated on the South
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Florida Regional Climate Compact and
receive recommendations from the
Miami-Dade Sea Level Rise Task Force
on the best ways to incorporate new
methods to deal with climate change in
our daily lives.

The individuals who attend this con-
ference have a passionate desire to
keep our south Florida communities
safe and viable for generations to
come. Sea level rising is an important
issue not only in south Florida, but a
topic that should be discussed in a bi-
partisan manner at the national level
as well.

I commend the attendees of the Sea
Level Rise Solutions Conference for
their leadership and for taking
proactive steps to address rising sea
levels.

———

COAL ASH LANDFILL SAFETY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, power companies are closing down
old, air-polluting, coal-fired power
plants as we move toward cleaner,
more sustainable ways to generate
electricity.

As these small producing plants
close, they leave behind a toxic sub-
stance known as coal ash. The coal ash
is a public health hazard if it is not dis-
posed of properly. Coal ash is toxic and
can cause sickness and death. It is a
dangerous substance that must be kept
out of our drinking water. Coal ash
contains known carcinogens such as ar-
senic, mercury, and lead. That is why
coal ash is being regulated by the EPA.

As power companies shut down or up-
grade their facilities while closing ex-
isting coal ash ponds, where much of
this toxic material has been tempo-
rarily stored, the need to permanently
dispose of this hazardous byproduct is
growing.

We now know that some waste dis-
posal companies have been quietly ex-
ploiting a loophole in the new EPA
rules, which allow them to dump toxic
coal ash into municipal solid waste
landfills. So far, these waste disposal
companies have dumped millions of
tons of coal ash into unlined municipal
solid waste landfills across America.
These landfills, which are often located
near neighborhoods and schools, are
simply not built or constructed or
equipped to safely handle this toxic
material.

EPA rules do not require sufficient
commonsense protections for people
who live nearby these landfills. Unfor-
tunately, many of these landfills are
disproportionately located in low-in-
come and minority communities.

Today I introduced the Coal Ash
Landfill Safety Act to close the loop-
holes in the EPA rules to ensure that
landfills receiving coal ash are prop-
erly equipped with the necessary safe-
guards that will protect the public
from the health risks caused by drink-
ing water contaminated with the coal
ash components.
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In addition to ensuring that landfills
accepting coal ash are lined properly to
protect groundwater, the Coal Ash
Landfill Safety Act would also protect
communities by working to minimize
coal ash dust in the air, which is also
toxic. It will require groundwater mon-
itoring, mandate proper cleanup re-
quirements, and require weekly,
monthly, and annual inspections,
thereby keeping the public informed by
posting the monitoring data, corrective
action plans, and inspection reports on
a publicly accessible Web site.

As we saw in Flint, Michigan, we
need to act at the Federal level before
our failure to do so results in irrevers-
ible damage to the health and environ-
ment of the communities we represent.
I don’t want American families, regard-
less of income level, to be unfairly and
unreasonably exposed to toxic chemi-
cals because dangerous materials, such
as coal ash, are being deposited into in-
adequately protected facilities in their
neighborhoods.

Together, we can find sensible solu-
tions to all of these problems that we
face, but we must deal with the regula-
tions, the shortcomings. We must pro-
tect the American people.

———

A TRIBUTE TO DOLPH SCHAYES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. KATKO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the great life of
Dolph Schayes.

Dolph was born in New York, New
York, in 1928, and lived most of his life
in Syracuse, New York. At the young
age of 19 years old, he entered the Na-
tional Basketball Association, where
he went on to have a truly remarkable
career.

In his over 15 years of playing in the
NBA, Dolph earned many records and
many awards. He was, without a doubt,
one of the best players who ever played
the game at the National Basketball
Association level, and he helped mold
the NBA in its early years.

While Dolph may be best known for
his talents on the court, some of his
most impressive moments happened off
the court. He was a very giving mem-
ber of the Syracuse community, work-
ing with youth on a constant basis,
starting one of the earliest basketball
camps in America. Dolph’s legacy lies
not only in the records he holds, but
also in the many lives he touched.

On March 26, just a few days from
now, Dolph’s jersey will be retired and
his son, Danny—another great NBA
player in his own time—will be accept-
ing it on his behalf.

I am truly honored to pay tribute to
this incredible athlete and man who
contributed greatly to the sport and to
the community he loved so much.

God bless you, Dolph, for a great life
and a great NBA career.
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